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Director Notes
Thank you to all of the families who donated nonperishable
food items to benefit the food pantry at Tosa Cares. With
your generous support, we collected over 40 bags full of
items which Ms. Nikki and Ms. KeKe’s class of 3 and 4 year
olds then delivered. Also, as a reminder gifts for the
Children’s Hospital giving tree are due by Wednesday,
12/6. Your contributions will help many individuals this
holiday!
December brings the first official day of winter! Just a
reminder that the children do go outside twice daily…
children under two years of age as long as the wind chill is
above 20 degrees and the older children as long as the wind
chill is above 0 degrees. Please remember to bundle up
your children in hats, gloves, snow pants, and boots. Make
sure to label everything with your child’s name; however, if
they lose an item, double check our lost and found just
inside the main entrance.
I recently came across an article about non-toy gifts for the
holidays. Having two children of my own, I speak from
experience when I say that many kids have bedrooms
cluttered with toys! How fun would it be to give your child
a membership to the zoo or museum, a subscription to a
magazine, sign them up for dance or art class, or give them
a certificate for mini-golf or bowling?!
Finally, speaking of presents….a handful of parents have
contacted me requesting teacher gift ideas for the holidays. I have a teacher survey for each staff member that lists
their favorite colors, stores, candy, etc. Let me know if
you would like a copy and I can email one to you!
Have a wonderful holiday season!
Kristie Potter, Director
kpotter@grandmashouse.org

Grandma’s House

will be CLOSED the following days:


Monday, December 25, 2017
Monday, January 1, 2018

Upcoming Events

December 6 ~ Uwrapped Gifts due
back for Giving Tree

The Lion King
As it starts to get cold, we will be learning more and more about
winter. Please remember to bring in warm outdoor clothing for your
child. We will try to get outside at least twice a day and we want
everyone to be comfortable, warm and happy! If you have any
questions, we are always happy to help. Thank you and Happy Holidays.
Ms. Salessa & Ms. Brittannie, 3rd Toddlers

Baby Farm Animals
All of a sudden, winter is upon us! Thank you for ensuring your baby
has appropriate clothing in their cubbies. For the month of December,
we will be exploring the sights of the season as well as being exposed to
author, Eric Carle. We will continue developing motor skills through
tummy time and lots of social interaction through one on one time and
enjoying one another's company.
Ms. Ericka, 1st Infants

Saggy Baggy Elephants

This month we had a blast on our field trip to Kids in Motion. We
enjoyed exploring all the various rooms. We look forward to more
bumpy bus rides around town. This past month our themes were forest
animals and Thanksgiving. We really enjoyed all of the various stories
we read. We also focused on opposites and read a book and did a gross
motor activity. We also snipped with scissors. We are having a lot of
fun learning and playing in the classroom.
Ms. Mia & Ms. Ami, 2 ½’s

The Tootles
We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving as we now prepare
for our long cold winter months. In the Tootles classroom we have been
busy learning, playing and painting. In November, the author of the
month was Dr. Seuss. We sorted and counted laminated fish (One Fish,
Two fish, Red Rish, Blue Fish) and we got to touch Truffela trees (pom
poms and cotton balls in plastic bags). We painted with red and white
paint and explored the various facial expressions of the turtles in Yertle
the Turtle. We also sent home a booklet of basic sign language signs for
babies that we use here on a daily basis. Take them home and keep them
in the kitchen or wherever and try some signs out with your little ones.
Ms. Jennifer & Ms. Christie, 3rd Infants
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Price Listing Effective January 1, 2018
Youngest/Single Child Pay First Child Rate * Older Child(ren) Pay Second Child Rate
Age

Under 2

2 Year Olds

Full Day
First Child
68
Second Child
58
Half Day (5 hours or less)
First Child
-Second Child
--

3-5 Year Olds

6+

64
54

61
52

57
49

54
48

52
47

49
44

Poky Little Puppies
Our portfolio focus this month is responding to being talked to (one on one time.) Reading to
your child can be a great way to develop this skill with your child. With just a few minutes a
day, a few times a day, no matter where you are, as a parent you can help your child become a
strong reader. The crazy thing is that even before children are able to read texts on their own,
they can develop a lot of skills that will build a strong foundation for literacy just by being read
aloud to by an adult. You are your child's first and most important teacher. A book is something
you can take with you just about anywhere...the park, backyard, play room, waiting room, car
or anywhere! It is something you can pull out wherever you want to fill five minutes here or
there with an activity that really counts.
Here are a few reminders:

Happy Birthday
3
4
5
5
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10
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16
16
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21
22
24
26
29

Owen Rohde
Alasia Hills
Zoey Hamilton-Szable
Luis Maury
Breon Billups
Finnley Hoskow
Evelyn Talen
Lydia Talen
Demaryrius Urgel
Ms. Ericka
Isabelle Dickinson
Henry Hartwell
Joshua Modl
Bridgette Groh
Avah Fenderson
Ms. Johnnetta
Giovani Levi
Joseph Oby
Robbie Nielsen
Cameron Gahl
Ja'Nalia Buford
Ms. Jessica

Tawny Scrawny Lions

The Tawny Scrawny Lions have
been learning about germs and why
it is so important to wash our hands
to help keep us healthy. We have
been working on counting from 1
· Keep weather appropriate clothing in your child's cubby · Keep extra nuks in your child's cubby
to 20 by tracing numbers and
· Keep a hat, coat and mittens here for walks outside.
· Label car seats
Mrs. Jefferson and Ms. Judeen, 2nd Infants counting friends. We have also
been working on using scissors
properly by cutting on lines. The
snow is coming so please make sure
The cold is here, the temperature is on the decline and we still want to go outside! Please
remember to bring in outdoor attire such as snow pants, snow boots, hats, gloves/mittens and to keep your children warm by
bringing in snow pants, boots,
spare clothing. Your children will engage in outdoor play 2 times per day as long as the
coats, hats and gloves!
temperature with wind chill is above 0°. This sector’s learning focus is "How can I be selfreliant", which includes the development of self-help skills. We will work with the children on
Ms. Nikki & Ms. Kiandra, 3-4’s
skills such as putting on and taking off their coats and shoes, pulling up and down their pants
while toileting, pushing up their sleeves for handwashing and stepping in and out of snow boots.
We look forward to working together with you in this endeavor, supporting our children's
independence and driving their development.
Ms. Zuleika & Ms. Shaparis, 2’s

Inside Out

Jungle Book Friends
As we are getting closer to cooler weather and seasons changing from falling leaves to falling
snow, we are getting in the routine of putting our snow suits, hats and mittens on to make sure
we stay warm. We have been working on 2 of our portfolio focuses: Pincer grasp and
identifying people through photos. In the spirit of upcoming holidays where we will all be
spending a lot of time with family, we ask for parents to bring in family photos (pets included!),
so we can continue working on the recognition of family and loved ones. We have a lot of fun
outdoor based activities that we are embracing and having a great time with. We will be
creating our very own pine cone bird feeders that can go home. With this activity, we get to
increase our small motor/pincer gasp skills when placing the seeds upon the pine cones.
Ms. Diana & Ms. Sam, 2nd Toddlers
Highland Center
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Animal Friends

Little Golden Book Land
The School-Agers have traveled the Western Hemisphere as we embark on our
journey around the world! We kicked off the school year right in our own
backyard by learning about the United States. Then we traveled south to Mexico
and learned a little about the Day of the Dead. Everyone enjoyed making Ojo de
Dios (or Gods Eyes) and painting our own Amate Paintings (Mexican Folk
Art). Our STEM skills were put to the test with building some Mayan temples
out of sugar cubes and blocks. We continued south to Central America where
the children were most interested in the Folk Art of Guatemala. We made our
own interpretations of Guatemalan Worry Dolls and Pottery Plates. We also
listened to some music and enjoyed seeing some rainforest animals. The
regional fun doesn't end as we travel far north to Canada and learn about the
Inuit traditions there. We built our own Inukshuks and made our own Canadian
version of Rice Krispy treats with Maple Syrup. Through our play; we continue
to navigate through problem solving and learning every day!
Ms. Brie, SA

Our animal friends really enjoyed learning about
"big and small" while exploring pumpkins. At the
end of the lesson plan we cut open the pumpkins
and had a sensory experience touching the insides
of the pumpkin. The children have enjoyed
attending to some nursery rhymes and fingerplays.
Some of our friends even practice mimicking.
Please remember to check cubbies for extra
weather appropriate clothes.
Ms. Claire & Ms. Jessi, 1st Toddlers

Fuzzy Ducklings
The winter holiday season is here! We have been working on more word usage (communication skills), problem solving and
identifying colors and shapes. We have used shapes to paint with during art. We also sang songs and read stories about shapes and
colors. The children worked on using "soft touches" with our classmates as well. We did a Skittle and milk experiment to see the
colors change inside the milk. In November, we focused on insects and bugs. The children were able to learn interesting facts about
bugs. Did you know some bugs help kill other insects and rodents to protect fruits and vegetables in our garden? The children had a
lot of fun digging up "fake" insects in the sensory table.
Ms. Johnnetta & Ms. Jessica, Almost Two’s

♥ CPR/First Aid Classes ♥
Grandma’s House offers American Heart Association (AHA) Heart Saver w/AED and Medic First Aid
Pediatric training through PULSES to our staff. Parents are also welcome to participate in this training.
This is a great opportunity to learn how to handle emergency situations should they arise.
Our next class is Saturday, January 6, 2018 at our Tosa Center from 8:30 -10:30 am.
The cost is $42 per person. If you are interested, please see Kristie to sign up.
Highland Center
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