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Growing Highlights 
MARCH 2024 

 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you to all of our families who attended classroom Valentine’s Day/Friendship 

Parties!  These smaller events are a great way for you to engage in your child’s classroom 

and to meet other families who have children the same age.  

 

On Monday, March 4th, we have another opportunity for you to participate in your child’s 

classroom during Read Across America.  This program was launched by the National 

Education Association in 1998 to encourage young children to read and develop a lifelong 

love of books.  Please see the sign-up sheet in your child’s classroom if you’d like to join 

us.  You can pick whatever time is convenient for you that day and bring in your own family 

favorite book or read one of ours!  We are also pairing that day with a center wide PJ Day 

(because who doesn’t love to cozy up with a good book...especially on a Monday?!). 

 

Looking ahead to April, our Week of the Young Child events will bring a center wide family 

night for you to connect with all of the teachers and families throughout the center. So, 

please save the date for our Annual Art Gallery on Thursday April 11th. 

 

Thanks, 

Kristie Potter, Director  

kpotter@grandmashouse.org 

 

*Year End Tuition Requests can be submitted online. 

 

  

https://mailchi.mp/d775ee0886c6/parent-newsletter?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:kpotter@grandmashouse.org
https://grandmashouse.org/expense-statement/


 

 

2           Bobby F. 

2           Ms. Audiee 

4           Khyro D. 

5           Callan D. 

5           Sidney P. 

6           Lucy B. 

9           Sydney L. 

12         Luka L. 

12         Annabella C. 

12         Joseph M. 

18         Eleanor B. 

18         Martin S. 

21         Nora K. 

23         Ms. Brittannie 

23         Ms. Annette 

25         Elise B. 

25         Bennett B. 

25         Josephine M. 

25         Ms. Arie 

26         Francesca R. 

29         Isabella R. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

on celebrating anniversaries with Grandma's House! 

Ms. Christie      18 Years 

Ms. Claire            9 Years 

Ms. Emma           4 Years 

Ms. Liz                 1 Year 

Ms. Julia            1 Year 

Ms. Kirsten      1 Year 

 

  

  



Young Infants 
 

 

Let’s welcome March with some warm 

thoughts of Springtime. We are going to 

have lots of fun in our room this month! 

Through the month of February, we 

learned all about winter such as, clothes 

you wear in winter and animals who live in 

cold weather. We read the books “Who 

Grows Up in the Snow?”, “Animals in the 

Winter” and listened to the flannel stories, 

“Five Little Penguins” and “Polar Bear, 

Polar Bear”. 

We also had lots of floor and tummy time 

with toys in order to learn and get 

stronger! In March, we will continue to 

spend more time on the floor engaging in 

different activities like mobile play, mirror 

play, visual patterns and high contrast 

visual stimuli. Theme of the month is 

Colors, and we will read new books such 

as “Colors and Shapes”, “Color Zoo”, 

“White Rabbit’s Color Book”, “Color Pop-

Up Peekaboo”, “My First Book of Colors”, 

by Crayola, “Little Owl’s Colors” by Divya 

Srinivasan, and sing new songs, like Here 

We Go Round The Rainbow and Twinkle, 

Twinkle Rainbow Star.  In honor of Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday, we will read the books 

“Fox in Socks” and “Big Dog… Little Dog” 

written by him! We will also read some of 

your family's favorite books!  As always, 

please feel free to reach out if you have 

any questions or concerns.  Have a great 

month! 

Ms. Alex and Ms. Liz 
 

 

Infants 
 

Older Toddlers 
 

 

We have been so busy learning and 

growing that we can’t believe it is already 

March!  Last month we focused on social 

emotional skills.  We read books about 

emotions and identified emotions by 

playing “can you make a 

happy/sad/excited face?”   We were 

intentional about activities that promoted 

positive social interactions and modeled 

different ways to interact with 

peers.  Some activities the children love to 

do together are playing chase, singing 

“row, row, row your boat” while holding 

hands, and giving hugs/high fives/fist 

bumps.  We hope you have enjoyed all the 

photos, and we can’t wait to show you all 

the fun things we will doing this month! 

Ms. Pakou and Ms. Julia 
 

 

Almost 2's 
 

 

We made it through the cold of winter and 

are slowly but surely seeing warmer, 

sunnier days.  Lately, we've been 

continuing to put emphasis on things that 

encourage independence. 

Undressing/dressing themselves, using 

their words, and using utensils at 

mealtimes are some key things we are 

working hard to teach your children. 

They're doing great so far!  One thing they 

seem to really enjoy lately is stickers. It 

sounds so simple and plain to us as adults, 

but to them, it's the coolest thing ever! 

They enjoy sticking it on their shirts and 

on paper. What they don't even realize is 



 

Happy March Everyone!   The month of 

February sure flew by.  With cold days still 

ahead of us, we encourage some of our 

new parents to bring in appropriate winter 

gear as we try to make it outside twice a 

day if the weather permits.  This month we 

are learning about our first 

words/alphabet and learning nursery 

rhyme stories and songs.  We will explore 

photos of various first words that our little 

friends may learn while we demonstrate 

how they sound.  In our nursery rhyme 

lesson plan, we did lots of songs and 

flannel stories that showcased classic 

Mother Goose rhymes and songs.  Our 

portfolio focuses were rolling back and 

forth and paying attention to stories for a 

couple of minutes at a time.  Please view 

our art gallery as we always have our 

young artists' artwork showcased and we 

change it bi-weekly.  If you ever have any 

questions about what we are learning 

about, feel free to ask or look at our 

parent board.  Stay happy and healthy! 

Ms. Judeen and Ms. Sam 
 

 

Older Infants 
 

 

“Under the Sea, Under the Sea!”  With all 

the cold weather we had last month, we 

decided to think of warm things like the 

beach and swimming in the ocean.  We 

looked at x-ray pictures of shells and sea 

creatures on a light board.  We sailed to 

the Arctic Ocean where we found pictures 

of all the kiddos frozen in the ocean. This 

served as a sensory experiment and a self-

that they are building small motor skills as 

they peel and stick the stickers where they 

want them.  Please remember to continue 

practicing independence at home, too. 

This way, our friends will retain their skills 

and become better and better as they 

learn and grow. We are also always 

reminding them to use their words instead 

of their hands when they are frustrated. 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Ms. Kam and Ms. Aliyah 
 

 

2's 
 

 

Winter is almost over, and Spring is almost 

here!  During March, we will continue to 

work on self-help skills and following two-

step directions.  We will also enjoy process 

art such as painting on bubble wrap, gluing 

tissue paper and using bingo 

dabbers.   During our unit on Eric Carle, 

we practiced our eye/hand coordination 

by “feeding” the very hungry caterpillar 

and lacing cards with string.  We enjoyed 

making and eating a very hungry caterpillar 

fruit salad.   If you have any questions or 

concerns, please let us know! 

Ms. Theresa and Ms. Brittannie 
 

 

2 1/2's 
 

 

March 2nd is Dr. Seuss’ birthday, and we 

will be celebrating all month long.  We kick 

off the nationwide reading celebration on 

March 4th with a PJ day.  Parents and 

family members are welcome to join us 

and read a favorite book with the 



recognition project.  Of course, a trip to 

the ocean wouldn’t be complete if we 

didn’t sing “Baby Shark”.  Then we took 

some time to explore our teeth!  We read 

books like “Brush, Brush, Brush!” and 

“Tooth”.  Learning the sign for teeth was 

easy.  Just smile and tap a tooth!  After 

that we got a little bit messy painting with 

a toothbrush.  We used our teeth to chew 

on frozen teething toys, practiced blowing 

kisses, and explored our eyes, ears, nose, 

and mouth in the mirror. 

Ms. Christie and Ms. Dawn 
 

 

1's 
 

 

As it has slowly been getting warmer, we 

have started going on morning walks.  Our 

friends have enjoyed engaging in pretend 

play by pushing the car toys around the 

classroom.  Some of the older children 

have learned how to play peek-a-

boo!  They will put their hands on their 

heads and wait for a teacher to play.  We 

have been focusing on independent 

movement and listening.  We practice 

getting the children to respond to their 

names and crawl or walk to us when 

asked.  We are also sitting and waiting our 

turn before washing our hands at 

mealtimes.  Our friends have been 

enjoying 1 on 1 play as we help them 

master some new skills.   We look forward 

to watching them grow! 

Ms. Celeste and Ms. Ashly 
 

 

Young Toddlers 
 

 

class.  Dr. Seuss introduces concepts such 

as colors, counting, and feelings through 

silly rhymes and illustrations.  We will 

count with the book “Ten Apples Up on 

Top” and identify feelings with “My Many 

Colored Days”.  We will also incorporate 

ways of measuring things using a striped 

hat as a unit of measurement.   As always, 

please contact us with any questions or 

concerns or if you want us to work on 

something specifically with your child. 

Ms. Claire and Ms. Samantha 
 

 

3's 
 

 

Can you believe it is almost Spring?  We 

can’t wait for some nice weather so that 

we can go outside on walks and 

adventures to the park.  Throughout the 

past month, we have been practicing many 

different skills, focusing on small and fine 

motor skills.  We have been using our 

pincer grasping skills to place stickers on 

paper and draw lines from one to 

another.  We have been exploring a lot of 

new art activities and tools to paint and 

draw with.  The children have also loved 

exploring and using their imaginations 

using superhero costumes in our dramatic 

play area and in the large block area to 

“look out” towers.  We have also been 

talking about and going over the days of 

the week and our number chart 1-30 

during group times.  Please continue to 

check cubbies for artwork and make sure 

your child has an appropriate change of 

clothing (including bottoms, tops, 

underwear, socks, etc).  Have a good 



Hooray for an extra day!  February was 

filled with tractor rides on the farm and a 

day of pajamas and treats.  We were 

learning opposites like in vs. out and up vs. 

down.   We placed farm animals in barns, 

and we stepped out of hula hoops.  We 

tried copying others while using our 

magnifying glasses to explore seeds of 

cucumbers, corn, and strawberries.  We 

practiced pairing objects such as a spoon 

to a bowl and a sock to a shoe (in hopes 

that they would stay on their feet!).  We 

are off to explore the mysteries of the 

ocean and we will try our luck to catch a 

leprechaun! 

Ms. Rolanda and Ms. Emma 
 

 

Middle Toddlers 
 

 

We have had a busy couple of months 

with classroom changes and weather 

conditions, but we are looking forward to 

March.  This is a perfect time to look over 

your child’s cubby to make sure there are 

extra clothes that are true to size and to 

take home whatever is not needed.   The 

App is our main source of communication 

for what is going on throughout the day so 

be sure to watch for notifications.  In 

February, we focused on group activities 

and what it means to be a good 

friend!  We did a lot of group art, played, 

and danced!  In March, we will be working 

toward vocabulary/sign use and 

recognizing colors.  We will continue to 

work on simple words.  This is also a good 

thing to practice at home to help 

encourage your little one's 

 

month! 

Ms. Diana and Ms. Jennifer 
 

 

3's/4's 
 

 

During the month of love our class 

explored the meaning of being a good 

friend and learning to share.  We enjoyed 

the lovely weather and took the 

opportunity to visit Hawthorne Glen (our 

community park).  Our playtime at the park 

has helped us discover all of the beauty 

and wonder nature has to offer.  It felt 

good to breathe in all the fresh air.  As we 

move into March, I will continue to 

promote self-awareness activities that 

enhance our sense of self and those 

around us.  Games like, “Who Stole the 

Cookie”, helps enhance cooperation, 

problem solving, and cooperative play.  As 

we Spring ahead, our class will continue to 

sharpen our skills with academic practice, 

play, and imagination.  It’s a privilege to 

play with your children! 

Ms. Cynthia 
  



 

communication.  We will also learn about 

animals and the different sounds they 

make.  We will explore different textures, 

building blocks, and the light table!  Stay 

safe and healthy! 

Mr. Matt and Ms. Alyssa 
    

 


